SAMPLE ISSUES WRITE-UP (TAC ARTICLE)

The main contention of Tim Holding’s “Lives in the Bag”, published in the Herald Sun newspaper on Monday February 5th 2007, is that “while a variety of factors have contributed to the fall in the road toll, Victoria’s Transport Accident Commission can take a lot of the credit”.  

The tone of this article changes throughout.  It begins by being applauding when discussing the TAC and government measures to improve road safety.  Emotive language supporting this tone includes examples such as “life-saving technologies” and “innovative safety features”.  It later becomes saddened and sombre when discussing the TAC commercials which are “confronting” and “devastating”.

Holding uses inclusive language to invite his readers to feel involved in the issue of car safety and lowering the road toll – “but there is always more that we can do”.  He also uses a rhetorical question to increase readers interest – “So, what are these new features?”.

Holding discusses the latest TAC commercial greatly in this article, and the visual aid attached portrays the girl in the commercial that was injured due to a lack of side-curtain airbags.  This reminds readers of the commercial being discussed and further reinforces the damage that can be avoided by these new car safety features.

Holding acts as an expert opinion in this article, in his position as Minister Responsible for the Transport Accident Commission.  Therefore readers are inclined to have faith in his views on the TAC, the road toll and new “life-saving technologies”.  

Holding uses jargon such as “side-curtain airbags” and “electronic stability control” to show readers that he is knowledgeable in this subject.  He also supports his views with extensive use of statistics.  He begins the article by quoting how the road toll has lowered over the past twenty years, and loads the end of the article up with statistics to describe how side-curtain airbags could have saved “a third of people killed on our roads”.  That is “more than 100 lives saved every year”.  He also goes on to describe how nearly 60 per cent of the government passenger fleet will incorporate ESC technology within the next few years, with around 40 per cent including curtain airbags”, showing the reader that the government supports these new technologies, and then they should also.

HIGHER-LEVEL SAMPLE RESPONSE

Tim Holding’s “Lives in the Bag”, published in the Herald Sun newspaper on Monday February 5th 2007, contends that “while a variety of factors have contributed to the fall in the road toll, Victoria’s Transport Accident Commission can take a lot of the credit”.  

The tone of this article is applauding, discussing TAC and government measures to improve road safety.  Emotive language supporting this tone include examples such as “life-saving technologies” and “innovative safety features”.  

The reader is further invited to personalise and emote with the issues of the article  with the use of inclusive language in the third paragraph, which asserts that there “is always more that we can do”. 

Much of this article discusses the most recent TAC commercial, in which a woman with slurred speech – the result of a car accident and the lack of side airbags – urges consumers to demand better safety features in cars.  The visual aid to this article, a graphic from the commercial, not only keys readers into the specific commercial being discussed, but provokes fear and shock due to the severity of her injuries.  This sense of fear is reinforced with the use of a distressed tone when discussing the serious issues covered in the commercials, with examples such as “confronting” and “devastating”. 

Holding acts as an expert opinion in this article, in his position as Minister Responsible for the Transport Accident Commission.  He compounds his authority with the use of jargon to impart information about new vehicle safety features, such as “side-curtain airbags” and “electronic stability control”.  The reader’s interest in these new technologies is inspired by the rhetorical question, “So, what are these features?”.

Statistics supporting the positive effect of the TAC further reinforce Holding’s assertions, as Holding tells readers of how the road toll twenty years ago “stood at 705 fatalities” whereas now “the figure had plunged to 337”.  Statistics are used twice more throughout the article, firstly to inform the reader of the need for side-curtain airbags (the subject of the latest TAC campaign), which, according to Monash University’s accident research centre, could have saved “a third of people killed on our roads”.  He then speculates that “nearly 60 per cent of the government passenger fleet will incorporate ESC technology within the next few years, with around 40 per cent including curtain airbags”.  This lets the reader know that if the government demands these safety features, then the everyday citizen should also.

